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The primary goal of the exploratory archeology at Fort
Moultrie on Sullivan's Island, South Carolina was to locate
remains of Fort Sullivan built by William Moultrie and his
men of the Second South Carolina Regiment in 1776. The successful:
repﬁlse of the British fleet on June 28, 1776, resultcd‘in the
name of the fort being changed to Fort Moultrie. The:archeological
expedition Qas carried out by means of a contract between The
National Park Service and The Institute of Archéology.and
Anthropology at the University of South Carolina, The expeditioc
was planned for a period of five énd one-half weeks in the fieid,
from October 15 through November 21, 1973, but an addifional weekf .
was added through the ausplces of the Park Service to allow for
backfilling during’ the week of November 26-30.

Although the goal of the project was primarily to locate -:
the first fort, other data located in the process was to be
gathered as it was encountered relativé to the second fort;‘
or to the third fort, still standing on the site., This report,
prepared on November 2ith, 1s a summéry of the project just.
completed, and 1s prepared at this time to present data for 3
consideration ih'fufure planning on the site iﬁ the months_and'
years to come in connection with.the American Bicectennial effort,

In addition to summarizing the archeologlcal data, this report



includes recommendations fér further archeological work, and
comments and suggestions relative to‘Phése 8 of the archeological

process, explanatory exhibits anchored in archeological data,

THE GARNER HYPOTHESIS

The first trenches were placed east of the third fort ih
an attempt to cross the fort ditch from the firstlfort. These |
&ere placed in this area becaﬁse there was a correlation between
an hypothesis as to the fort's location put forward by John Garner
and that outlined by Ed Bearss at this point, and a trench here
would take both interpretations into consideration, These trenches

were not placed where the research design statement had indicated

the first archeology was to be done, however, due to the~sxamiﬁation

by the archeologist of features shown on an aerial photograph,
and used by John Garner %o position the southeast basfidn of ‘
the first fort. This angular feature waslshown clearly on the
1967 aerial photogranh of the site, and on the basis of Garner{
superlimposing the first fort over ‘this feature the first archeology
was planned for this aresa. However, probing revealed nothlng

but beach sand loosely laid, and visual inspect;on did not reveal
the features so dramatically seen on the aerial pbotograbh. Ir
this feature had survived two hﬁhdred years of‘hurricanes bﬁly

to virtually disappear in the last six years, there was a good
chance that the feature was not a parf of the first Fort Moultrie.
For this reason the Garner Hypothesis was aﬁandoned before the
archeology began, and the first trench was'placed,at’é spot wheré
Ed Bearss' research had indicated the east curtain and southesst.

bastion of the original fort should be located., (In the light
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of the present archeological project just completéd; And the'
"correlation resulting‘therefrom, it appears that this first

tronch crossed the neck of the southeast bastion.) The abandonment
of the Garner Hypothesis before the project began resulted in
considerable concern on the part of some that archeology was
.not pursuing the proper course, and consliderable pressure was
exerted toward examination of the second.of Garner's anchors,

the Bowman jetty fort ruin, discovered Ey the engineef who built

a Jetty from near the southeast corner of the third fort to the
‘gouth in 1839. Bowman said he foﬁnd the masonry remains of an

%01ld fort” at his fifth crib (250 feet out), and it was this

fort ruin that constituted the second anchor of Garner's hypotbesiéﬁ

for the location of the first fort,

On the second day of the project a backhoe was brought. to
the site by the archeologist to examine the area where Bowman
indicated the fort remains to have been., Four feet below surface
water was found, and.soon became a major problem to going ahy
further down. However, a large hole‘was dug under Jéhn Gérnér's
supervision and the large stone blocks of Bowman's jétty were
found, However, it became apparent that further work here would
require consider&ble.logistics arrangemehts such as well points,
a drag line, and other expensive equipmeunt not available under
the present financial agreement.

The archeologist was skeptical of the Bowman Jetty fort
as being part of the first fort since the éecond Fort Moultrie
was located in the areas, and the first foundation for this had
extended a considerable distance toward the east, and it was

this extension, .the archeologist felt, that Bowman likely
saWw . If this were the case, then the best approach would be for
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archeology to procéed in an arealﬁotlrepresentéd bj the wall
of the second fort, or by a recent sand feature, and this 1is
what was done, On the first'day of the project, after the sand
feature on the aerial photograph had been rejected as a part bf
the first fort, Mr., Perceval Potet visited the excavation and
said that the sand feature en the @erial photOgraph was the
remains of a one-half scale replica of Fort Moultrie built
by a committee under his supervision in 1966 to celebrate the
190th anniversary of the battle,

In recentiweeks George Fischer, Archeologist for the National
Park Service, in responge .%o continued pressure to examine thé
site of the Bowman jetty fort, arrived on the site with plans to
obtain contractual assistance from well point specialists and
drag-line operators if needed by the archeologist in his search
for the first fort. A second prefjest was to be a search for the
wells shown on the maps of the second forto George and the
helpful bBacking of his office were to assist the archeologiét

% the archoeologist by

in obtaining these goals, However, sinc
this time was so busy examining the remains of the first fort,
he could not take time off from that goal to search for the second
fort or to attempt to locate the Bowman jetty fort. Geerge and
his assistant did, however, assist with the examination and
excavation of the first fort, and rendered valuable assisfaheg
in procuring well points, pumps and other equipment necessary
in examination of the first fort data,

Location of the second fort will require evefy bit as much

time and logistics base to examine as the exploratory project

to find the first fort has been, and it should be planned as a
h .
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ma jor projecfy not as merely sométhing that can be done in a
day or two or a week., Since the archeologist has had as an
uppermost goal the location of the first Fort Moultrie of 1776,
he has concentrated on this, The following section of this

report outlines the data recovered during this search,

The First Archeological Trenches East of the Third Fort

These trenches were éesigned to examine the geological
relationships as well as arcle ological ones, and were carried
to a depth of four feet, approximately, where the water table
was reached. ' At this depth no artifacts dating earlier than
the late nineteenth century were recovered, and also as this
depth an o0ld beach was revealed, The slope‘of the beach was
from south to north, which indicated that Qéter'was draining
from the beach toward the north into the sound at the time
the beach was here., Sand dunes were also encountered,'and this

information correlates with a map showing a beach in this area

in 1833, It became obvious that to reach the level Qf‘aata from . :

the first fort we would have to go considerably lowéf; Anto the'
water table, which would require many well points and pumnsp'etco

With this information available it became apparent that we

needed to look for the fort at a place where the dramatic fja

of the seca had not been so frequently felt on the terrain :uring

the last two centuries, and the most logical site was the a?ea

in the protective lee of the third fort, The first’trencwes?were“

backfilled on the second day, and excavation was begun to the

north of the third fort, in the yard between the fort and the“
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Excavation in the Ares Northeast of the Third Fort
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The first trenches in this area sast of the.ehtrance'WQlk

to the third fort revealed a layer of occupation with midden

et et

thrown onto the old surface at a depth of less than four feet.
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The artifacts from this level were from the period of-the qub |
of 1812, revealing that we should go deeper td get at the ’;’f. _ | L
material from occupation.during the Revolution. We were at 4
water level, so could not go deepe%'withéut the aid of pumps .

These were brought in and well points driven through the

courtesy of the Sullivan’s Island Township Water Uepartment.

This lowered ﬁhe water sufficiently to determine that novaftifacts
of the eighteenth centurylwere.below thé early nineteenth centufy
layer, It;aisq allowed us to use the backhoéAtoiextend fhe‘ |
depth of our éxcavation‘seven feet into a fill'layer'which gppeéred
to be the bed of tﬁé cénal shown on the maps of the forfo This
canél was thirty feef wide, acqording to the”records, and should
have been'in the area of our first trench, which is why‘we placed

the trench in this position. With the recovery of leather shoes,

wdod fragments of many kinds, buttons, etc. fgiom the late eighteenth
and early nineteenth century it appeared thafw;e'ﬁeré in the
channel of the canal,

With the control of the strata resgltingifrc@'the siéfing
operétion cargied out on theése first,tregéhesfiﬁ tbisvarea we
were able to proceed with the use of the-b@bﬁ%@e to openrqther
trenches, The purpose of sifting the~firé£ laﬁers was to obtain
tight understanding bf the various layers and théir timé periods,
and the site offered a classic example oflstratigraphic layering, -

If we ever need a textbook example of stratigraphy we can weii
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use this area for that purpose.‘Tne top brown humus iayer
contained artifacts from the past one hundred yeare. The yellow
sand layer beneath contained artifacts from the period of the
Civil War, and the brick rubble, nlaster, mortar, and sand layer
beneath contained material from the 1830's. Beneath this is a
much darker brown humus and midden deposit layer contained |
buttons and other objects from the period from arounGVISOO to
around 1820, and which represents garbage thrown from‘ﬁhe third
fort during its early years of occupation; The buttons revealn
the various units stationed here during this periodg ‘In otner
areas of the site, particularly in front of the third fort door
the strata is further characterized by a flood (ocean laid) sand
deposit six inches thick, probably representing the hurricanes

of 1802,03, and 1804, and beneath this is an oyster shell and
bone midden layer containing artifaots_only dating from the.
pericd of tbe.1770's and 1780's, It is this layer that is of
most concern to us in regard to the 1776 forf of Wiiliam Monltrie.

Excavation of the 1860 Palisade for the Third Fort

In the area to the north of the northwest bastion of the
third fort the remains of a stockade wall were found; The poste
were square cut timoers cne foot square with a half-timber;thick
notch cut in the bottom end. This notch sat on a six by eight
inch horizontally leid beam laid in a ditch., This method of
positioning the posts allowed for a straight line to be maintained
down the length of the stockade wall, and insured regularity of
height of the wall., This stockade wall was 1déated fifteen feet
from the north face of the northwest bastion of.;he third fort,

and this distance correlates with a reference steting that in
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1860 a palisade was constructed.at fpis distance from the fort,
During the early days of the project a backhoe cut was made
to the south of the third fort at a distance of from 25 to 55
feet from the fort, and extending north and south, This cut
revealed a palisade wall at a distance of 2 feet from the third

fort and parallel with it. The posts were inclined towaréd the

south, away from the fort. This palligsade 1s probably associated

with the period 6f the Civil War also, since similar palisades
are seen in photographs taken during the period,

‘ At tﬁa.palisade north of the northwest bastion it was found
that a ditch was dug between the palisade and the fort, but this

feature was not examined through Third Phase archeology sime it

would have taken time away from the examination of the first forg.

In the area immediately in front of the north curtain wall it

was found that this ditch was twenty-five feet wido.

Excavation of the Palisade Probably Dating from 1833

In the‘area in front (northeast) of the northwest bastion
a palisade was found that contained posts leaning toward the
northeast, The fact that the posts lean in this manner would
tend to indicate a parailel with the Civil War period palisade
found south of the third fort, butithe archeologicai data indicate
that the palisade was earlier than this period., This pine post
palisade exactly parallels the line of the ditch of the first
fort, as though it was pbsitibnedvin relation td that fort ditch,
But it is clearly intrusive iﬁfé the garbage thrown out by the
ﬁeh gccupying the first fort, making it later, It is not nearly

as late as the Civil Wgr,'and therefore, may be a palisade of

1833, mentioned in the;éocuments° It might also be a palisade
| | !
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added by the British after the took the briginal fért in 1780,
or even by the Americans who re-occupied it after the British
left, At any rate this is an early palisade, possibly as late
as 1833, but at present this appears doubtful, Furtherkwork on
this architectural feature in relation to the first fort ditch
needs to be done before the date of this ditch can be fizmed with
certainty.,

The Brick Walks and Roadways to the Third Fort

In excavating the trenches to the west of the central
entranceway to the présent third fort it was necessary to cut
through a road surfaced with brick bats salvaged from earlier
construction (probably the ruins of the second fort). This road

- appears to run parallel with the northeast face of the northwest
béstion, and 1s shown on maps of the early nineteenth century,

A small hole was excavated in the present roadway to the
door of the fort; between the concrete driveway supports, At‘”
a level of about one foot a nicely laid bfick roadway was found,
with the bricks set on edge. This road was so well laid and in
such good shape that we did not continue excavation here, but
photographed the feature and backfilléd the hole. This was done
in the expectation that when the ewtranceway is de égne Tor the
Bicentennial there may be a return of the level of the access
to the fort to this late nineteenth century brick. roadway, which
is certainly more attractive than the present approach, This
roadway probably dates from the 1870's period of use of the
third fort, If there 1s no plan to return the entranceway to
this period, then we may well want to rip it out-and get down
to the impqrtant answers relative to the first fort that lie

beneath this present driveway,
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In excavating trenches in front of the northeast bastion

of the third fort a brick drain was also found, covered with

pink sandstone blocks, that may date from the late nineteenth

century meriod of use of the fort,

e D2 AT

Discovery and Excavetion at the Northwest Bastion of
the First Fort Moultrie of 1776

TR AP e e

The Ditch of the First Fort Moultrie

o Dl W LT

Tyrenches excavated in the drea northwest of the entrance

to the third fort revealed a four foot wide ditch extending

P i

from beneath the road north of the northwest bastion to the
vthird fort, to beneath the entramceway road to the thiré fort,' i
a distance of 120 feet of straight ditch., This ditch was found , i
beneath & four to eight inch layer of oyster shell and bone |
midden covering the entire area above the ditch and toward .
the west for ten to twenty feet. In two areas the oysﬁer shell |
middem could be seen east of the diteh as well, filling a depressioﬁ'
paralleling the ditch. The profile of the ditch was obtained in
one place, and otﬁgr profiles are now belng obtained through
removal of the ditch'contents, which will be carried out in the 4
weok of November 26 - 30, 1973. The one profile reveals that |
the diteh is two feet deep, but this may be found to vary in :;
different areas of the ditch as sections are removed,

The ditch contains many fragments of palmetto logs, some

several feet long, These are in a poor state,pfypreservation,

but some effort will be made to remove and preserve these for

possible exhibit purposes. The consistency of these logs is

like that of sponge cake, but the charactefistically fiberous
10
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nature of the logs of palmetto leave no doubt as tc their
identity. These loés were thrown intc the ditch fill after
the ditch was almost full of sand and debris. Beneathvfhe
palmetto logs discarded or rolled into the ditcb,‘probaﬁly
by people salvaging bricks and other materials from tée;fort," :
a skeleton of a large dog was found. This area is stili in the
process of being examined and more surprises méy weil lay‘in i
store for us beneath these palmetto logs, o

In the trench north of the sidewalk the fort ditch contained
many brick bats and a very few whole bricks, apparentiy'sélvaged
from the briék works of the fort. The absence of whole bricks
makes clear the fact that sal#age efforté were involved in the‘
placing of the brick bats in the ditch fill, ‘In thié Séction
of the ditch it was possible to lcok at a section ébout thrée'
feet wide, or less, and here gquantities of black powder-wéré
found surrounding the bricks and artifacts tbrown into_the ditch,
Cne bag of powder could account for the powder found, wbich may
have been éiscarded when it became too damp of spoiled for use,
Fragments of what appear to be explosive shells were also found
in this area of the ditch. Just t6 the west of the ditch in thié
trench a solid cannon ball was found at the leve;%of the ditch,
which has tentatively been identified as an eighteen pounder ball.
A long iron rod about three feet long, an ax head, many fragments
of barrel bands, bone, oyster shells, and other garbage including
many wine bottle fragments characterize the contents of the ditech,
The soll taken from these ditch areas has been stockpiled to be
sifted this week, and more artifacts will be recovered as this

sifting is carried out. <This procedure is necessary because of
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the water level problem., The ditches must be excavated when
the water level is'low, then when the pumps are turned off the
profiles collapse, causing much cleaning of the area the next
day when the water level is again lowered by the pumps. Pumps
operating twenty-four hours a day would be best for the system&tic
excavation of any large sectioﬁ of the fort ditch,

The small two foot wide section of the ditch near the road
curb at the northernmost point where the ditch was seen is also
a rich area of the ditch for artifacts disposed of by discarding
them in the depression of the ditch. Here a garbage deposit used
by the British forces who occupied the fort from 1780-1782 was
found, including regimental buttons from several regiments, as
well as the buttons from William Moultrie's men of the Second
South Caroliné fegiment which have a large "2" in relief, This
section of the ditch is still in the process of being excavated
by means of Phase 3 archeology methods, and hopefully this will
be completed this coming week, It was noticed that the artifact
content of the ditch and the area around the ditch decreased as
the ditch was foliowed toward the southeast, Above the ditch at
the edge of the entrance to the third fort, however, a spade or
similar shaped tcol was found which was covered with black powéer°
The remarkable fact about the midden feposits in and abowve the
fort ditch, is the high quantity of artifacts from the period
of the 1770's and 1780's, Already from the less than five feet
of linear ditch contents that_have been renioveds we have boxes
and boxes of bone, wine bottle fragments, samples of oyster and
clam, conch and mussel discarded by the men of William Moultrie's

regiment and the other South Carolina regiments, as well as the

British regiments who occupied the area after 1780,
12




The Pegs Driven to Delineats the Outline of the First Fort
By Those Constructing Fort Sullivan in 1776

At the edge of the fort ditch in Trench 22, and at the
edge of the ditch in irench 36 a total of three wooden pegs
» wore found° These were placed at the edge of the inside of
the‘ditch, the oné in Trench 22 apparently marking the inside
of thé‘éitch , and the two in Trench 36 marking the edge of
the dithh and angle'thereo The position of these was recorded
'and thé'pégs.rémoved as artifac_:ts° Further aréheological work
shOuld‘locate more of these pegs if indeed they are, as they
'appear to b99 originally used to lay out the position of the

| .first fort
The Berm with Clay Cap on the North Curtain Wall of the First Fort

In Trench 36. a ‘south edge of an east-west running ditch was
fo;nd with the edge of the ditch scuth of the ditch fill belng
vcapped_with a mixture,of sticky gray potter's clay mixed with
small bits of oyster shell, This clay cap was ahhut three to
one inch thick tapering toward the edge of the ditch It was
into the edge of this clay, and the edge of the ditch £ill that
the ﬁoodén pegs were found., At the west end of this‘trench the

g edge of ‘the ditch and the clay capped berm beside the ditech was

‘seen to angle toward the northwest, The we@ternmo't peg was

ﬂlocated at this angle. This clay capped berm besideﬁa ditch
»_in which there is gray fill sand containing most of a wine glass
?with air twist stem;, and fragments of French faience dating from

'the 1780'5, is seen as the berm for the north curtain wall of

the original fort,
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| Thé'éafé to the Original Fort Moultrie of 1776
f‘ To %he,eaStlof the end of Trench 36 a brick dréin was found

cfossing éhe trench from southwest to northeast, When the soil
east of this-drain was cleaned off to reveal the outline of the

i clay capped berm and fort ditch edge seen west of the drain, these
f@atures could not be seen., A profile was cut here to attemt to
‘determine why the berm and diteh could not be seen, and the profile
fevéaled‘ohiy gray mized fill soil, an entirély different‘profile
théﬁvwés seen west of the drain., In order to check on the reason
for thiS‘a trench was cut a few feet oast of the end of Trench 36,
-and this trench revealed the edge of the ditch, but the clay here
that had been seen on the berm, had been baked hard by having hot
ashes thrown onto the surface, forming a brick hard layer or cap,

.The artifacfs‘associated with the ashes, however, appear to be
iater tﬁan'the period of the Revblution, as though the ditch was
still open with the berm exposed at that time (early nineteenth
century), More work needs to be done in a wider area here to

'éhack.dn.these intarpretationé, but it appears that the reason

the ditéh Es-interrupted is that a causeway crossed the ditch at
this point with a drain’ (covered with a board) using the causeway
to carry water from inside the fort across the ditch to the ar’eakEE
beyondo' This%situation is one seen in other forts of the period,

- Fort Prinée George, etc. A large area excavated in this area of

‘the first fort gate Qould help to answer some of the gquestions

that are mow arising from the fact that we have only a few glimpses

at what was going on here, at a depth of four feet, below the water

tapleg_etqoy calling for more extensive archeology.
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| ' One of tﬁe questions is in regard to the nature of the
ditch thought to be in front of the north curtain wall of the
fort., Instead of being four feet wide here it appears to be
much broader, This was discovered with the opening of Trench 58,
adjoining Trench 36 to the north. This trench was designed to
cateh the inside edge of the curtain diteh as it joined the
ditch of the northwest bastion, forming an angle. However, the
angle seen here when the proper level was reached turned out not
to be the ditch edge, but rather a slump of white sand forming
an "L", Thie»in itself mgy indicate a turning of the ditch here,

but the profiles reveal only £ill to a depth of about eighteen

‘{nches. This is what would be expected 1f the ditch were wider
here %hén on the west side of the bastion, or if the soil in the

.area paralleling the curtain wall to the north had been lowered

in a wide area to obtain sand for filling the critbed palmetto

log parepetso If the ditch fronting the curtain wall were wider,

then our Trench 58 came down on the angle where the depression

was widest. A much broader area should be opened here to lcok

into this and other questions regarding the details of the first

fort in this area,

The Barrel Lined Well in the Neck of the Northwest Bastion of
the First Fort Moultris of 1776

A source of water was a necessity for the operation of
artillery pieces, and a barrel sunk into the soil where the water

table was high would provide a source of water close at hand for

' the men in the northwest bastion. Such a well was found to the

east side of the entranceway to the third fort. A large hogshed

had been buried in a pit dug ﬂor the purposey and the fact thst

it was below water level preserved the staves° An interesting

15




associated bit of data is the fact that when the brick drain
found in Tremch 36 (going tﬁrough the entrance gate of the
original fort) is extended conjecturaily, it aligns just to the
east of the bérrel lined well, The swlll water from this well
was likely carried out of the fort area by means of the drain
‘through the entranceway causeway to the gate. The maps of the
"foft-indicate that & gate was located just in this position, and
a parallel exémple of a gate in such a position to'a bastion is
seen in the‘west gate to the third fort, an interesting parallel,
More afcheoldgy could well be done to reveal the barrel in its
'entirety'and‘the association of the brick drain or any other
features in the area of this corner of the original fort,

.Such a project, however, would require more funds for a project
on & broader scope than the exploratory project just completing
at this time, Such an expanded project would require & much
‘larger logistics base, 24 hour pumping, larger areas opened by
machine, etc. to reveal in greater detall and scope the first

Fort Moultrie as it lies beneath the four feet of accumulated

rill frOm two hundred years of time and occupaticn,

The Cavalier Ditches for the First Fort Moultrie of 1776

" In the area weét of thé fort ditch, near the northwest end,
,jﬁst,south of the edge of the sidewalk, the edge of a ditch was
seen paralleling the sidewalk and the tremch. The area was thickly
~covered with a. garbage deposit of the period of the Revolution,
and was found to parallel the‘curtain wall line founé in Squgre 36.
Upon removal of the thick midden deposit the ditch outline Wés”'»
seen as a gray sand filled ditch. When this was examined ;t one

16
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area'it was found to contain the remains of a roften log.
Th@.valiénment of this ditch in relation to the fort ditch to
the east is the same as seen on the map of the first fort between
the west corner of the west side of the northwest bastion. The
presence of midden along this ditch to %he west clearly reveals
the associétion of this feature with the eighteenth century midden,
and the angle between the ditch and the fort ditch is almost the
same as that shown on the map, resulting in this ditch feature
being designated as a part of the cavalier shown extending from
the northwest bastion toward the west on the maps of the fort,
PFurther excavation of the area of the sidewalk is needed to be
able to define more clearly these features and to determine what
part of the cavalier they represent., Thought was given to doing
this in this project, but time prevented this step being taken,
Bi1l Harris, the Superintendent of Fort Moultrie Historic Park
wés very‘coqperative when faced with the request to rip up the
sidewalk‘to reveal more details of this feature, but other consider-
étions prevailed, and the walk was not removed, In a more detailled
project with Phase 3 archeological emphasis, this sidewalk would
have to go. ‘

" Two eypress logs were found in the trench south of this -
sidewalk, and at first they were thought to be a part of the
fort,. perhaps footing logs for palmetto logbcribbingo However,
the soil profiles in which these logs lay revealed that the
eighteenth century midden was 1aid down long after the ocean

deposited sand was washed against the logs. The westwardmost

!
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lbg was fbund to:have part of its root structure still intect,
ciearly revealing its pre-eighteenth century fort context.
Further excavation at the fort level over a wide area might
well demonstrate that tbe other log is of the period of the
fort, but at present the evidence points to a pre-fbrt context

for both logs,

The Eighteenth Century Garbage Deposits Discarded by the Americans
and British Forces at Fort Moultrie from 1776 to the Mid-

1780's, and the Artifacts Contained Therein

_ As mentioned previously the Americans and then the British
who occupiedffbe first fort during the period from 1776 to the
mid=1880§s, during the Revolution, were eating a great number

of oysters, clams, conch and mussels, as well as fish of various
‘kindso They were also eating pig, cow, deer, and possibly other
animals and throwing the remains of these food preparation and
consuming activities into the fort ditch and the area beyond

the ditch, probably tossing the garbage from the top of the
cribbed log parapet. It should be remembered that although the
north side of the fort was not completed at the time of the
'battlevin 1776, it was‘incomplete in that the palmetto log cribbing

had been raised only to a height of seven feet., From a military

point of view this was critical, but from an archeological point
of view the ditch surrounding the fort would well have been dug.
‘Among the food remains were broken pieces of creamware
teapotsglplatesg serving bowls, cups, etco; as well as plates of
white salt-glazed stoneware of various patterns?‘lids to serving
dishes, Wedgweod and Whieldon clouded creamware, and other ceramics,
a1l of the period dating from the 1770's and 1780's. Also present
18
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were wine glasses with airtwist stems, wine bottles, (mostly ?

.French),fcase bottles and medicine bottles. Among the military

S gmer S

items were musket balls, cannon balls, exploded shell fragments
and numarpus gunflints,
| The buttons are most revealing, and as mentioned before the ;
presence of cast lead or pewter buttons of Moultriets Second
South Carolina Regiment with the relief "2"is a most diagnostic ;
arfifact of the eighteenth century midden discarded by the
Am@ricanéo The British when they took over from the Americans
.in11780, continued to dump their garbage into what was left of
the diteh in thé area of the northwest bastion, and among their
garbage were Luttons of the Royallwelsh Fusiliers, an Irish i
reéiment the 19th regiment, the 30th regiment, the 62nd and
the 63rd regiments. Also among these was a button of the
Royal Proveneial Hegiment with a crown beueath which are the

let:\,erst"RoPo"° A silver watch fob was among the discarded |

iféms° - Also pfesent’were a number of sleeve links, usually oval,
with a gléés Br paste set. One of these was of particular
intereét,'havipg a red background and a portrait of a young man
in bright gold, with gold words around the head "Prince W.® This :
is probably in honor of Prince William, the son of King George III, é
who at the age of 1l joined the Eritish Navy in 1779 to help with
thé war effort; and who became a very popular figure among the
British. .This sleeve link was probably lost by one of the Eritish
trbbﬁs statiohed at Fort Moultrie from 1780 to 1782,

‘n‘Of particular.interest in the deposits assoéiated with the
first fort are the hundreds of fragments of bone from which bone
discs were cut ‘using an augep device, as well as many, many of the

19



| wifh bl&ck and wbité:and buff firing clouds, and made int he shape

one-holed bone dises of varlous sizes cut from the bone.,

This artifact is characteristic of the early deposits of
the.Anerican and the British occupations and the great number
tends to suggest something other than "one hole button" as an
.explanation for their function, particularly in a military
context such as this, From the archeoclogical remains it would
.apﬁear that they spent much of their time making bone discs,

It has been suggested that these may have been used as shaping

discs inAmaking paper cartridges, but the vgriety of sizes would
'abpearkfo,ru}é out this possibility since some'of the discs are #
‘vefy'SMallo As buttons they could have been cloth covered, but B
'égaing in avmiiitary situation this would seem an unlikely
diversion for the troops, and an unlikely necessity, Pérhaps i
théyJafe indeed fointwinder regalia buttoms as suggested by one ?

member of the crew,

_ Thexearly British and Americén garbage dump is also characterized
' by plain civiliéd‘type buttons of several pieces, a bone back with

a silvered.or gilt smooth metal face crimped over the bone back.
Also of considerable interest is the presence of numerous fragments

of éolono=Indian pottery, ioeo,_Indian made pottery, burnished,

of Eufépéahvceramic forms., . Oneliarge fragment of one of these
véssels with a handle, in imitation of an iron pot was recovered
and is an excelient'example of the type, One fragment was psainted
with é.red-decofative element. A separate paper could be written
‘on the buttonsgénd the colono-Indian pottery alone, there is so

‘much data from these midden deposits emerging.
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A remarkable fact is that all this wealth of artifacts is
coming from a total of about five linear feet of the fort ditch
ifself, anq the associated dumping area surrounding the ditch.
If a linear area of the ditch approaching fifty feet could be
exbosed and excavated, the artifact recovery from the Hevolutionary
War period would approach the truck-load in gquantity, and the details
from the American and British occupation revealed by this garbage

would be outstanding!

' Interpretation of the Architectural Data Revealed by Archeology
Relative to the Positioning of the First Fort
Moultrie in Helation to the Later Forts on the Site

" The straight section of the original fort ditch 1s 120 feet
' loﬁgybefofe iﬁﬁdiSappears.beneath the entranceway walk to the
thiré‘foft on theiSOutheast end. end beneath the highway at the
northwest endy revealing no angle. However9 when a trench was
k dug‘across the entranceway walk 1n line with the ditch, there
was no evidence of the dltch ~only the buried well with barrel
y"lining was seen° This means that the ditch apparently turns beneath
this walkway to the gate of the third fort.

If we can assume an angle at this point, and if we assume
. an angle’shortly after the ditch goes beneath the road, we would
éﬁill be anchoring our formation of a bastion of the fort primarily
on the - negative data revealed in one trench, However, when we
combine this with the ditch thought to be the cavalier, and
‘with the’edge of the east-west running ditch thought to be the
AQitEh in front of the morth curtain wall, we have a correlation

that forms the shape of a bastion as seen on the drawing accompanying
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this report, which is incomplete at this time, but whicn will
be completed by January first according to agreement. This
preQent report constitutes the progress report promised by that
. date, and the map will follow when it is completed, The final
report on this project will be ready by June first as outlined
in the contract agreement.

Jlt‘should be noticed that the shape of the bastion is based

on archeological data, but that the salient angle is shaped

;on the assumption of the same length of ditch for 1t as was
arbheoldgica};y revealed in the present project, This makes
]1a bastion with equal sides, and when archeology 1s done across
the'rpédway to the north the shape of the bastion as interpreted ;
here may well chénge to accomﬁodate the arche clogical realitles.

* One might érgue that there is insufficlient data to make the

iﬁtérpretive béstion shape as shown in the drawing by suggesting

the elimination of the curtain wall ditéh and berm from consideration,
and eliminating the feature seen as thé cavalier from consideration,
and eliminating the stakes driven inside the edge of the ditch
ffomvcoﬁsideration,,and the accompanying artifact asscociations,

aﬁd'the well and drain data, and the gate date, all of which

" would leave one witﬁ a straight diteh 120 feet long that was

‘without a doubt part of the original Fort Moultrie, However, in

vdoing this bit of data amputation one is left with accounting for
lthose'bits discarded, and this becomes more difficult than the
‘{intérpretatioh of the data in terms of the bastion as drawn.
hAnlimportant piece of data that has emerged from this study

. has been the relationship beﬁween the map that shows "550 feet"

as the size of the fort;, and we assume this ‘is from btastion {Eip
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to bastion\tip, and a reference stating that the fort was,
(as I remember the reference)"?oo fect square", or something
similar to that, Reconciling these two accounts would seem
to be a difficult problem, with someone obviously in error,
However, it should be noticed that the distance from the

curtain wall to the tip of the bastion alcng the line of the

curtain wall is 175 feet, Two bastions would make a toctal

distance of 350 feet, leaving 200 feet for the distance

of the "square" of the fort. It appears, therefore, that both |
"references are right, one having reference to the entire fort
from bastioﬁ;tip to bastioﬁ tip, and the cther referring to
the distance of the "square" represented by the curtain walls,
With these consicderations in mind, it becomes important
-to know the shape of one bastion before conjecturing the location
of the others, provided the interpretation 1s being based on the
distance of 550 feet from bastion tip to bastion tip., For this
. reason it is important that we cut trenches across the rcad to
the north of the area where we have so far worked in order to
hbpefullj cafch the converging ditches of the salient angle of
the northwest bastion. Once this is positively determined by
the aféheology, the more accurate interpretation of the shape
énd extent of the other bastions can be worked out ancd superimposed
oﬁ‘our‘site map, The present interpretation is based on an
assumption that the side of the salient angle would be the same
as the southwest side of the bastion, and that the angles of the
“bastion are about where we have imterpreted them as belng on our mav,
To firm these interpretations further archeclogy should be done

in the area north of the street, and this should bte done before

"an,attempt to ‘locate the southeast bastion is, undertaken.
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The outline of the archeological accomplishments of this
exploratory Phase.2 project at Fort Moultrie has clearly revealed
a portion of the 1776 fort of William Moultrie., The intervretaticn
of this data as the northwest bastion of the first fort is seen
on the accompanying archeological tase map. Further work is
suggested to firmly verify these data in relation to the
interpretation, the question no longer being "Where was the

first Fort Moultrie", but rather one of firmly establishing what

. part of the fort we have located. At present it is more difficult

to account forlthe data otherwise than as interpreted in the
accompanying ﬁap, but there is always the péssibility cf the next
'trendh revealing additional data that would change the interpretation,
which is the name of the game in archezlezical research, the more

data we have the better our interpretations can be,

The exploratory broject at Fort Moultrie has acccmplished its
goal, the discovery of the first Fort Moultrie of 1776, and determining
the hature of the remains., Phase 3 archeology is now called for
to reveal further data of this huge fortification. As can be seen
from the map accompanying this report the relative position of

the first fort, the second fort, and the thircd fort are now seen

as anchored in something other than speculation from scanty

historical documentation. The second fort, of course is still
positicned relative to these scanty historical data, but a oroject {
similar to that just completed, designed to locate the exact
position of the second fort could well locate the ruins of the

second fort.
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From t&e base map it can be seen that the archeology has
revealed that the‘three forts were aligned at virtually the same
orientation, at least the first and third forts were co aligned,
with the documents indicating a similar alignment for the second
fort, The thigd fort gate was oriented above the first fort's
west curtain wall ditch. This position is very close to that
suggested by Bearss in his research report, with the alignment
being the same, and the actual fort being only 30 feet north
aﬁd forty féet.east of the positicn suggested by Béarssc This
certainly indicates the validity of the assumpticns upon which

~Bearss operated in carrying cut his tentative correlation,

Recommendations for Further Work at Fort Moultrie

With the first fort found and its position known, the further
archeological work can concentrate on revealing the fort for
examination and study. As mentioned earller a first step would
bé to fix the position of the salient angle by cutting trenches
across the road ﬁo the north in an effort to locate the ditch
in this aréa as suggested in the interpretive map, A second
suggestién has been that a longer section of the fort ditch in
the area of the intense artifact concentration be exposed and

lekcavated in order to recover the mass of hevolutionary War

period artifécts from the American and British military occupation

of the site. Such a collection would be invaluable in interpretation

of the details of daily life, as revealed in buttons, etc, thrown
cut as garbage from 1776 to 1783. The next step wduld be to examine

the fort ditch and associated data wherever it can be found, as

revealed by the present interpreted map of the position of the font,
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The northeast bastion contalning the powder magazine
‘arpears to lie beneath the street and the adjoining propefty
owned by others than the National Park Service, The scuthwest
bastion is seen to have been eliminated by the construction cf
the third fort, and by the rear wall of the second fort,

The southeast bastion, the most important in terms cof historical
interest;, appears to be free and clear in the field to the east
of the third fort. The first trench cut on the site during the
present projeqt was positioned over the neck of this bastion,
apparently, thever, we did not dig deep encugh to reach the
level of‘the fort,:due to water, A backhoe cut was made, however, .
and a black occupation and marsh layer was seen from 6 to 10 feet
belowlpresent grade, which means that any evidence of the fort 5

.would lie at that depth, all above that level being aesam laid

sand and wind blown sand dunes.

Ihfbrder to obtain an idea of the relative depth of this
~black 1ajer séen in the backhoe cut in the area cf the southeast
‘ bastioﬁ to fﬂé dépth‘of the eighteenth century fort level in the
excavated area of the northwest bastion, a comparison of actual
dépths abbvé sea level must be made. The surface above the south-
east bastion is presently et an elevation of about nine feet., The
backhpe revealed humus layer was six feet deep, making it three
feet above sea level, The present surface of the ground above
the excavated areas of the northwest bastién is about seven feet,
with the level at,which the fort data can be read being around
four feefldeep, being three feet above sea level, With this
ythree fopt above sea level point being the same in both the

areas, we might expect that evidence of the fort might well lie
| - 26



beneath the six foot deposit of beach laid sand over the
southeast bastion. With this fact verified we can suggest
that a deep project to test the area of the southeast bastion
be undertaken first to test for the kind of data revealed in
sugh a project, and then if the results are positive, a more
 extensive project could be undertaken, provided of course, that
there-was"enough interest and funds available to undertake such
a deep archeological project under adverse conditions., Such a
vproject would involve putting in permanant well points on a
contractual ngis to a depth of ten to fifteen feet, with pumps
running night and day to lower the water table. When this is
done a drag line could then be used to remove the slx feet of
sand from over the area of the southeast bastion, and this
accomplishéd the archeological wérk could begin to examine the
diteh outliné, midden depésité,vbriék features, etc. possibly
reméining from the first fort bastion at this site,

Outline of a Major Phase Three Archeological Project at the
Site of the Southeast Bastion of Fort Moultrie of 1776

‘Justificatlon for a Phase Three Archeological Froject at the
Southeast Bastion of the Fort

If the primary Teason for excavating at the site of the

' southeast bastion is to recover artifacts, or to determine the
nature of the fort data as to ditch, pallsades, logs, etc, then
the money may be better spent on a Phase Three examination of

the area already known to be loaded with such data, If, however,
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v{fiX‘tbe’éxa¢t positioh of the bastion, and to recover cata of
 §itai and épecific use in conétructing a Phase 8 Explanatory
 Exhibit on the site of the original fort, tHen such an archeological
_ undertaking would be warranted., In fact, no Phase 8 Explanatory
Exhibit in the form of rebuil: palmetto log cribs, re-dug ditch,

'-reapositioned flag pole, re-built platforms should be undertaken

project are presented.,

3., The expense of the cataloging, labatory work, analysis, writing the

%h@\objéctive'éf such an expensive archeological venture was to

without first carrying out a Phase 3 archeological project. Since
six feet of beach sand must be removed from the area, and the

water table lowered three to four feet, this project will be an

¢

expensive one., The pumps will have to run twenty~-four hours a

day for the entire period of the dig, probably three months, and

‘ an‘area:£he size of é.football field will be required to be removed

to a depth of six feet just to reveal this single bastion. With

such a project in mind the following suggestions for an archeclogical

1. The project should be scheduled for at least three months.

2. The three month project should have a financial base of ten
~ thousand dollars per month.

. report; preparation of the copies, research will require an
additional nine months, and should be budgeted at ten thousand

dollars.

" 4., ‘The scheduling of the work would have to be compatable with the

. scheduling of the Institute of Archeology and_Anthropology
‘schedule for 1974, provided the contract was with that
Institute. Summer months present the best opportunity for
quality assistants, students, graduate students, etc. to be
available, but fall months have better working conditions.
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. _This report is presented at a meeting of National Park Service

C pérsonnel‘concerned_with the Fort Moultrie project, held at Fort

Mdu1tfié on Monday, November 26, 1973, at which meeting a
presentation.of the archeological data, slides, drawings, artifacts
is to be‘made by the arcke ologist, and various other plans and
prbposals presented for evaluation., This meeting is designed to

détermine what the next steps to be taken are regarding further

argeheological research, and what steps toward explanatcry exhibits

"Shpnld be taken, This report, the slide presentation, the artifacts,

a tour of the site, étc, will 'all constitute the archeclogical

‘paftwof tbe‘preéentétion designed to assist with guidelines for

these goalsb'{On this day'the backfilling of the site begins and

~the érchéological research phase of this exploratory project ends,

The superintendent of the site, Bill Harris, has been most

Ajhelpful,'ffiéndly, and cooperative throughout the project, as

have been his staff., Seldom do we get such good humored cooperation

ffom administrators while we are making what looks like a battlefield

~out 'of their front yard. We hope that finding the bastion of the

firsf fort beneath all that pretty grass.was worth the inconvenience

to Bill and his staff.

Stanley South, Archeologist
Institute of Archeology and Anthroroloegy
University of South Carolina

November 2k, 1973
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